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Southwest Region Schools K-8 Social Studies Cur r iculum 
 

SST001 Family and School First Grade Second Grade Second Grade 
 
First Grade Social Studies builds on prior student knowledge and skills learned at home and/or during pre-school and 
Kindergarten activities. Emphasis is placed on the importance of family and school, stressing the roles and responsibilities of 
children, parents, and school personnel. Students identify major characteristics of the family, school, and village; and they learn 
about their own physical and cultural environments as they make world connections between their own family, school, and 
village. The concepts of time and chronology are developed by distinguishing among past, present, and future events. Students 
sequence and categorize information; identify symbols; make simple maps to identify the location of places in the home, 
classroom, school, and village. The value of work and the concepts of goods and services are introduced. Students learn the rules 
that govern their individual roles and responsibilities within the family and school and identify local people who exhibit good 
citizenship. 
 
The integration of developmentally appropriate, interdisciplinary, ÒUniversal SkillsÓ is expected in all subject areas, at all grade 
levels. (See the Universal Skills List that accompanies the subject area course descriptions.) Students understand and use relevant 
vocabulary; apply critical-thinking and information processing skills; and use developmentally suitable technology tools and 
skills to solve everyday problems and/or to create quality products. Students communicate what they have learned and are 
assessed through developmentally appropriate use of the Multiple Intelligences, including a variety of both formative and 
summative assessment tools and techniques. By satisfying requirements of this study, successful students will become more 
informed, skilled, productive, employable, socially responsible and well-rounded citizens. 
 

SWRSD STUDENT OUTCOMES 
Outcome 1: Students demonstrate many forms of communication (e.g., reading, writing and speaking in English, YupÕik 

and other languages. 
Outcome 2: Students understand, accept and appreciate their own language and culture and the cultures of others. 

Outcome 3: Students demonstrate adaptability In living and working in diverse cultural environments. 

Outcome 5: Students demonstrate honesty, respect, concern and caring for themselves, their environment and others. 

Outcome 8: Students demonstrate awareness of their own strengths and skills and have self-confidence to take risks that will 
realize their potential as lifelong learners. 

   

COURSE GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND ALASKA STANDARDS 
 

CONTENT KNOWL EDGE 
 

THE PHYSICAL SETTING  

  
A. Descr ibe neighborhood ter rain and features.  Students will: AK Stds 

 1. Identify features of the neighborhood; e.g., hills, mountains, streams, lakes, tundra. 
 

CUL E2 

 2. Differentiate village streets and building types; e.g., homes, businesses, churches, f ire station, health 
clinic, school. 

GEO B1 

B. Demonstrate beginning map and globe skills. Students will: AK Stds 
 3. Identify basic map symbols; e.g., compass rose (direction indicator), scale, mountains, rivers, and lakes. 

 
GEO A1 

 4. Locate major places on a map: e.g., Alaska, Anchorage, Bristol Bay, home and surrounding villages, 
Canada. 

GEO A1 

 

TIME AND CHANGE  
  

C. Explain how families change over  time. Students will: AK Stds 
 5. Identify the ways family groupings change over time; e.g., new babies, older children leave, marriage, 

divorce, death. 
CUL E5 

 6. Describe the effects of moving on a family; e.g., orientation to new home, area, peers; 
 

CUL E5 

 7. Describe the effects of schedule changes on a family; e.g., parents work hours, seasonal subsistence. 
 

CUL E5 

D. Observe changes within and around the school. Students will: AK Stds 
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 8. Recognize time sequence within the school; e.g., start of class time, recess, lunch, end of day, vacations;  
 

HST A1 

 9. Predict changes within the school; e.g., schedule changes, progress through grades, students move in and 
out, new teachers and principals; 

GEO B8 

 10. Identify activities experienced during different seasons; e.g., fishing, camping, hunting, school, and 
various school activities like sports, vacations. 

CUL A3 

 11. Describe physical changes in the village and immediate surrounding environment; e.g., homes, street 
improvements, landing strip, boat launch area, new businesses. 

GEO B1 

E. Examine the past and present use of technology in the home and school. Students will: AK Stds 
 12. use basic inquiry questionning skills to interview elders in order to discover how daily home tasks, 

including subsistence activities, were done in the past when parents and grandparents were children. 
CUL D1 

 13. Describe how tools have changed due to improved technology. 
 

CUL B4 

 14. Predict how tasks may change in the future due to changes in technology. 
 

CUL B4 

 15. Describe changes in transportation since parents and grandparents were children. 
 

CUL D4 

 16. Describe how local stores have impacted traditional subsistence. 
 

CUL D4 

 17. Discuss how changes in technology can be both helpful and harmful. 
 

CUL B4 

 

PEOPLE AND THEIR ROLES  

  
F. Identify people in school and in the village. Students will: AK Stds 

 18. Identify people and their roles in the school and neighborhood; e.g., teachers, principal, secretary, 
counselor, custodians, cooks, VPSO, health workers, f irefighters, business people. 

CUL A1 

G. Recognize individual responsibilities. Students will: AK Stds 
 19. Bring materials to class and put belongings in their proper place. 

 
STW A2 

 20. Follow teacher directions and perform assigned tasks. 
 

STW A2 

 21. Participate in activities that contribute to classroom, school, home and village; e.g., clean personal work 
area, pick up litter, help others. 

CUL A1 

 22. Show respect for symbols of the United States and Alaska; e.g., f lags, animals, birds, f lowers. 
 

GEO B2 

   
RULES AND DIRECTIONS  

  
H. Know about choices and consequences. Students will: AK Stds 

 23. Identify choices that affect self, peers, family and others; e.g., disrespect, temper tantrums, pouting, 
whining, f ighting, using bad language, graffiti, littering. 

CUL B3 

 24. Associate consequences, both positive and negative, with actions. 
 

CUL B3 

I . Collaborate in developing and following classroom rules. Students will: AK Stds 
 25. Work cooperatively to establish and follow classroom rules. 

 
CUL A1 

 26. Resolve conflicts with adult support; e.g., participate in group discussions. 
 

GVT E7 

 27. Practice the basic attributes of friendship; e.g., mutual respect and caring, listening and being polite, 
taking turns and helping each other. 

STW A1 

J. Establish a respectful relationship with adults and classmates to facilitate learning. Students will:  
 28. Show respect for adults; e.g., teachers, parents, other school, home and village adults. STW A2 

 
 29. Cooperate with teacher and classmates, independently or in cooperative groups; e.g., listen, observe, 

respond to questions and requests appropriately, share ideas, take turns, try new activities. 
STW A2 

 

UNIVERSAL SKILLS: See the ÒUniversal Skills ListÓ that accompanies this course description. 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES, RESOURCES &  SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS 
 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES 
¥ Active Student-dr iven Lessons: "Give the pupils something to do, not something to learn; and the doing is of such a 

nature as to demand thinking; learning naturally results.Ó (John Dewey) 
 

¥ Culturally relevant lessons and/or  activities: When appropriate, create activities that focus on Native Americans, 
particularly Alaska Natives. Given opportunities to use prior knowledge of their own traditional culture and local 
history, students can more easily link to and understand the forces and patterns of history and its impact on them and 
their modern world. When appropriate, apply the Alaska State Cultural Standards for  Students; and, strive to improve 
your personal understanding of the Alaska Native perspective and issues by utilizing local experts and online resources 
such as those provided by the Alaska Native Knowledge Network and the Alaska History Toolbox 

o Suggestion: Access the online Alaska State Social Studies Framework which includes the social studies 
standards, brief descriptions of Best Practices for instruction and assessment, numerous examples of possible 
activities and products, sample standards-based lesson plans, etc., all of which can help you plan and implement 
better lessons. 

 
¥ Collaborative interdisciplinary lessons/projects: Integration of process skills and content across the curriculum 

promotes better student learning. Integrated activities focused on course standards and objectives can be developed 
either by individuals or teams of teachers. Individual can create integrated lessons by having students read, write, listen, 
speak, compute, and use technology to complete specif ic content subject area lessons. Instructional teams can share the 
same lessons to teach and assess student progress in both content and skill development (e.g., a history teacher focuses 
on the content of student research papers while a language arts instructor monitors the appropriate processes and skills). 
With forethought and careful planning, several teachers can collaboratively create and effectively team-teach fully 
integrated, multi-disciplinary projects. 

o Suggestion: Refer to the First Steps Developmental Continuums and Resources manuals for Oral Language, 
Reading, Writing, and Spelling that are available at all sites and in the district office. These manuals are loaded 
with hundreds of research-based, proven effective instructional strategies, activities, and assessment tools that 
can be used to both create and assess developmentally appropriate, integrated lessons in all subject areas, at all  
grade levels. To get maximum value out of these resources, contact one of the district staff members that are 
certified as First Steps Trainers. 

 
¥ Daily Quizzes and Other Routine Activities: Use simple daily activities like ÒThis Day in History," "Famous Person 

of the Day," "Quote of the Day,Ó and "Word of the DayÓ to help establish daily routines, broaden the scope of your 
course, implement integration with other disciplines, improve spelling/vocabulary, deepen student understanding, add 
variety and spark curiosity. Online references like the following will help you get started: This Day in History, Those 
Were the Days, Quotations and Quotes 4 Teachers  

 

¥ Crit ical Thinking Games and Simulations: Brain Teasers, Crossword Puzzles, and Simulations of real events or 
complex processes ((e.g., an archaeological ÒdigÓ, historical debates, mock trials, war or battle strategies) are effective 
ways for students to apply course content and skills. Games and simulations can also be used for practice and review, 
add variety, and help make learning (and teaching) more fun! Check out Review Games and Puzzlemaker 

 
TEN SIGMA ASSESSMENT RUBRICS AND/OR PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES (Adapt as needed for  grade level) 

STUDENT ASSESSM ENT RUBRICS PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES/ASSESSM ENTS 
See Rubrics & Other Tools for Teaching Productivity manual See: Teaching For High Performance: Social Studies manual 

¥ Rubric SS-01 Know About Where They Live  ¥ SS-01-O1-01 Positive Family Poster 
¥ Rubric SS-02 Tell About Families ¥ SS-01-O1-02 Flip Chart Clues 
¥ Rubric SS-03 Know About the News ¥ SS-01-O2-01 Pilgrim Comparisons 
¥ Rubric SS-04 Know the Earth: Globe &  Map Skills ¥ SS-01-O2-02 Importance of Air Travel 
¥ Rubric SS-05 Map Drawing (K-4) ¥ SS-01-O3-01 Aware-a-thon Chart 
¥ Rubric SS-07 Predicting the Future ¥ SS-01-O4-01 Comparing Family Collages 
¥ Rubric SS-08 History Timeline ¥ SS-01-O5-01 Family Tree 
¥ Rubric SS-09 History Fair ¥ SS-01-O6-01 Family Quilt 
¥ Rubric SS-10 Using a Legend ¥ SS-01-O7-01 Design a Stamp 

  
Note: To meet the developmental needs of students, the above can be 
adapted for use at different grade levels or for various social studies 
courses. 

 Note:  The above samples are listed under Kindergarten but could be adapted 
for use at other grade levels. Similarly, samples that appear with other course 
descriptions might be adapted for use in this class. 
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CONTENT AREA TEXTBOOK (S) AND SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 
 

ADOPTED TEXT(S)/MATERIALS: To Be Up dated and Revised 
¥ Here I Am (Macmillan/McGraw Hill)  Re-adopt?? ¥ Asper-Folta Kindergarten Kit Re-adopt as the text 

¥ Early Childhood Kit (Scholastic) Re-adopt?? ¥  
 
FIRST STEPS: Foundations of L iteracy Manuals   
First Steps provides a framework for linking assessment with teaching and learning and a means of integrating and/or applying 
language arts skills in all other subject areas. First Steps covers the four areas of Oral Language, Reading, Writing and Spelling. 
For each area a Developmental Continuum identif ies the phases of literacy development from pre-literacy to independence. By 
analyzing studentÕs work with reference to the Continua, every studentÕs development can be assessed and monitored. First Steps 
also identif ies milestones in childrenÕs growth, called Key Indicators that help teachers place each child on each continuum. 
 
The four First Steps Developmental Continuum books make explicit links between assessment and teaching strategies, and 
provide check lists and record sheets for reports to parents, teachersÕ records, and studentsÕ self-assessment files. The 
developmental continua enable schools to provide continuity of assessment, teaching and reporting throughout a school year and 
from year to year. The First Steps Resource Books expand on the teaching suggestions given in the Developmental Continuum 
books. They offer many more practical teaching ideas with guidelines for assessment and they show how strategies can be 
incorporated in the daily routine of the classroom. Note: A fifth related resource, Parents as Partners, is also available and 
provides many useful suggestions for linking the school and parents in a collaborative effort to improve literacy. 
  
ASSETS: Helping K ids Succeed Ð Alaska Style  

¥ ÒASSETS is a supplemental program based on recent research that describes what we can do to help kids succeed. Assets 
are key building blocks in childrenÕs lives that help them grow up strong, capable, and caring. Assets are the supporting threads 
in a young personÕs life that he or she can use to keep away harm and invite goodness. According to ASSETS researchers, kids 
need 40 things to be successful and the more of these things young people have, the more likely they will develop into healthy, 
resilient, productive and caring adults. The goal of the ASSETS program in Alaska is to help communities and schools provide 
all children with all 40 of these key assets.Ó Note: ASSETS booklets should be available at all sites and in the district office. 

 

TEN SIGMA Cur r iculum Manuals: Copies are available at all sites and/or  the distr ict off ice:  
¥ Teaching For High Performance ¥ Performance activities for K-12 Social Studies, Science, Language Arts, 

and Math. Ideas and plans for standards-based, interdisciplinary lessons 
and units that require students to actively demonstrate their learning. 

¥ Tools For Teaching Productivity ¥ Structured activities and rubrics for systematically teaching and assessing 
studentsÕ personal and workplace behavior skills, time and self-
management skills, effective communication skills, established 
productivity methods, and effective use of computers; includes activities, 
rubrics, documentation forms. 

¥ Rubrics & Other Tools for Teaching Quality ¥ Hundreds of K-12 rubrics, checklists and other ideas for systematically 
assessing student progress.  

¥ Teaching and Enforcing Positive and 
Productive Behaviors 

¥ Structured activities and assessments that are focused on improving 
student behavior skills. The Southwest Region SchoolsÕ Positive Student 
Behaviors Curriculum For All Grade Levels is based on this manual. 

 

MAJOR INTERNET SUBJECT AREA RESOURCES: (A tiny but loaded list of winners!) 
¥ MarcoPolo Content Index ¥ ARTSEDGE: Lessons 
¥ MarcoPolo - MarcoGrams ¥ The Big Wide World WebQuest 
¥ MarcoGram Dec 2004 -It Takes a Village ¥ Second Grade Internet Projects 
¥ Yahooligans! Neighborhood ¥ Atlas - Xpeditions @ nationalgeographic.com 
¥ Yahooligans! - Alaska ¥ World Almanac for Kids 
¥ KNE Blue Web'N: K-2 History/Social Studies ¥ Teaching Current Events: 25 Great Ideas 
¥ EDSITEment - Lesson Plans ¥ Teaching With the Newspaper: 10 Ideas 

 

ROGER TAYLORÕS CURRICULUM DESIGN FOR EXCELLENCE 
Southwest Region subscribes to Dr. T. Roger TaylorÕs Curriculum Design For Excellence website as a resource for all district 
teachers. It is loaded with ideas for fully integrated, interdisciplinary units or activities and proven effective teaching strategies 
for most subject areas, at most grade levels. Whether or not you choose to use the full units, each of them contains hundreds of 
creative ideas and many effective teaching strategies.  
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Access the website at http://www.rogertaylor .com/ Use the search engine to browse through available units then, if  desired, 
download complete copies of specif ic units (most of them are huge so be patient). When prompted, use the following:      
I .D. Name  dillingham54   Password 78104 (If needed, contact the SWRSD Media Center for help) 
  

SOUTHWEST REGION SCHOOLS CURRICULUM &  INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

SWRSD M EDIA CENTER  
The district Media Center has resources for all class levels, in all subject areas, including professional development materials. 
The Media Specialist is a Library/Information Literacy expert and will help you f ind available district materials or help you 
secure additional resources through interlibrary loans and/or use of the Internet and online subscription services currently 
provided by the district (e.g., the Taylor site above and others). For direct help, please contact the Southwest Region Media 
Specialist at 907-842-8246. 
 

CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION AND TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT SPECIALISTS 
Southwest Region Schools provides very experienced support personnel to help teachers, principals, and other staff at the various 
sites. All are very experienced teachers eager to help as needed. They can help you establish more effective classroom routines 
and management practices, find instructional resources, learn and use more effective teaching and assessment strategies, and 
better utilize the districtÕs extensive technology resources. In addition, all of the support personnel have lived and taught in the 
districtÕs village schools and they can offer suggestions about adapting to life and work in rural Alaska so that you and your 
students will have a mutually respectful, more positive, more productive, more successful and happier experience. 
 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Each individual teacher and/or team of instructors, with the help of site principals, long time staff, students, parents and other 
concerned community members should cooperatively compile and periodically update a list of village elders, parents, local 
government leaders, business persons, and other concerned, active members of the community who are willing to share their 
wealth of experiences, knowledge and skills. Remember: I t takes the whole village to educate a child. 
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