LAN521 ALASKA/YUKON LITERATURE

High School e Grades9-12 Elective e 0.5 Credit
Alaska/Yukon Literature is a fully integrated, standards-based, language arts course that builds on prior student knowledge and
skills. Students focus on reading, discussing, and writing about significant works of Alaska/Y ukon literature that is derived from
several major sources: the rich ora traditions of the first Alaskans stressing their attitudes toward nature, time, and the outside
world; the concept of the frontier as aland of opportunity or as a great experiment; and, the influence on Alaskan/Y ukon literature
of aliterary type - the Western - atered to show the geographical and cultural phenomena of Alaska. Students investigate, read,
discuss, and write about specific novels, short stories, poetry, myths, legends, and other works of fiction, including both teacher
assigned and student chosen samples. Students connect works of fiction to historical context, current events, and personal
experiences; and, analyze the relevance of setting and time frame to the text's meaning. When appropriate, students analyze and
discuss major themes, plot, setting, and characters; and, identify main literary devices such as personification, simile, metaphor,
flashback, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, etc. Students discover how well written literary texts can serve as models for their own
writing and write poetry and short stories in one of the styles they examine. To improve their oral language, thinking and social
skills, students discuss texts through small and whole group cooperative learning activities, formal discussions, and debate.

Student interpretations and comprehension will be demonstrated through a variety of written and oral formats, including effective
use of appropriate technology. Consistent formal and informal assessment of student progress, both formative and summative, is
expected and will be measured with a variety of established assessment tools, including appropriate aspects of the First Steps
Developmental Continuums for Reading, Writing, Oral Language, and Spelling. Students also are expected to practice and
improve their persona self-evaluation skills. By satisfying requirements of this Alaska/Yukon Literature course, successful
students will become more informed, skilled, productive, employable, socially responsible, and well-rounded citizens.

SWRSD STUDENT OUTCOMES

Outcome 1. Students demonstrate many forms of communication (e.g., reading, writing, and speaking English, Y upGk and
other languages.
Outcome 7: Students use a variety of waysto think and to reason when solving problems and making thoughtful decisions.

Outcome 8: Students demonstrate awareness of their own strengths and skills and have self-confidence to take risks that will
realize their potential as lifelong learners.
Outcome 10:  Students demonstrate leisure, vocational, and life skills

Outcome1l:  Students demonstrate skills and attitudes that will enable them to achieve post high school education.

COURSE GOAL S, OBJECTIVESAND ALASKA STANDARDS

|

Use comprehensmn strategles before during, and after reading to prepare for learning with selected
works of Alaska/Yukon Literature. The student is expected to:
. Establish apurpose prior to reading a literary selection.

2. Preview the selection by skimming and noting key features. LAN B1

3. Build interest or understanding by relating the main topic or theme to prior knowledge. LAN B1

4. Connect the literary work to another reading, to a situation in life, and/or to an event or issue in the | LAN B1
AlaskalY ukon.
5. Expand vocabulary through wide reading, listening, and discussion of avariety of literary works: LAN B1
¥ investigate word originsroots, prefixes, suffixes, and inflection as aids to understanding

meanings, derivations and spellings.
¥ Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the connotative power

of words.

6. Generate literal, interpretive, and applied questions during reading. LAN B1

7. Construct meaning in reading by flexibly and consciously using cueing systems; e.g., phonic, semantic, | LAN B1
syntactic, vocabulary context.
8. Make inferences by using prior knowledge and by locating and linking information from two or more | LAN B1
places in aspecified literary work.
9. Identify or construct the main idea and distinguish it from details in the reading selection. LAN B1




10. Monitor own comprehension and apply additional strategies when understanding breaks down; e.g., skip | LAN B1
the word or phrase and read on; think of an example; think of a visual image; read ahead; connect
information; re-read and clarify information; paraphrase in own words.

11. Form predictions and confirm, revise, or reject them while reading. LAN B1

12. Summarize and/or synthesize important information from selected works of Alaska/Y ukon Literature. LAN B3

13.Interact with others and share responses to literary selections, e.g., smal group and whole class | LAN B3

discussions, written responses, visua and/or multi-media presentations.
Demonstrate competenciesin reading Alaska/Y ukon Literature from various periods and genres. The

student is expected to:

14. Digtinguish each literary genre to increase understanding and appreciation of literature; e.g., myth, | LAN B2

poetry, drama, essays, short stories, young adult novels, classics.

15. Recognize and interpret the story elements in specific selections of Alaska/Y ukon Literature; e.g., theme, | LAN B2
plot, setting, character, dialogue, conflict, resolution.

16. Recognize and interpret major literary devises such as satire, irony, flashback, foreshadowing, suspense, | LAN B2
symbolism, imagery, meter, tone, metaphor, alusions, motifs and archetypes, including heroes and the
beneficence of nature.

17. Read independently for a variety of purposes, e.g., to enjoy, gather information, answer questions, or | LAN B3
accomplish atask.

18. Adjust reading rate to purpose and textual difficulty. LAN B1

19. Create mental images spontaneously and purposefully. LAN B1

20. Select and evauate texts according to teacher specified and/or personal criteria. LAN D2

Read specified works of Alaska/Yukon Literature to increase knowledge of ones own culture, the

culture of others, and the common elements of all cultures. The student is expected to:

21. Compare text events with personal and/or other readers’ experiences. CLTB1
22. Compare/contrast the experiences of various cultures that are reflected in Alaska/Y ukon Literature. LAN E4
23. Recognize and discuss themes and connections in Alaska/Y ukon Literature that cross cultures ART B5
Use information and literature (local legends and myths, etc.), both oral and written, from many culturesto | LAN E1
help understand self and others.

Evaluate ideas from the speaker or author's point of view. LAN E2
Recognize bias in different forms of communication (written, oral, electronic, mass media, etc.). LAN E3
Recognize the communication styles (verbal, nonverbal, interpersonal) of different cultures and their | LAN E4

possible effects on others.

LISTENING STRATEGIES
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D.

Use comprehension strategies before, during and after listening and/or viewing in order to more
effectively learn from audio-visual infor mation resour ces. The student is expected to:

24, Establish a purpose for listening and/or viewing; e.g., acquiring information or ideas, seeking enjoyment, | LAN A4
providing understanding.

25. Focus both visual and auditory attention; e.g., filter and/or eliminate distractions, listen and observe | LAN B1
selectively, postpone reactions.

26. Actively listen and observe; eg., ask questions, attend to nonverba cues, determine organization, | LAN B1
evauate intentions and methods of presenter/speaker/performer.

27.Use systematic strategies to facilitate retention of information; e.g., repeat information, construct | LAN B1
mnemonics, take notes.

28. Recognize and interpret the auditory elements of literature; e.g., sentence fluency, rhythm, and rhyme. LAN A3

29. Recognize and interpret the visual elements of literature; e.g., setting, description. LAN A6




30. Listen and view critically; e.g., separate facts from opinions, evaluate inferences, recognize bias and | LAN E3
propaganda.

31. Distinguish reality from the constructed representation of reality; e.g., television, radio, drama, movie. LAN D2

32. Synthesize information to answer questions, clarify thoughts, solve problems, and communicate ideas. LAND1
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Use pre-writing strategies in preparation for writing about concepts and/or topics in Alaska/Yukon
Literature. The student is expected to:

33. Establish apurpose for writing and identify the intended audience. LAN A4
34. Generate ideas for atopic, select and focus ideas to explain and support. LANAL
35. Select a format according to the topic and purpose; e.g., notes, journal entry, poem, letter, paragraph, | LAN Al
short story.
36. Identify and gather information from appropriate resources; e.g., dictionaries, interviews, journals, books, | LAN D1
magazines, internet, email, CD ROM, films, audio-visua media, appendices, indices, glossaries, tables of
contents.
37. Use resources ethically; e.g., observe copyright laws, use correct citations. LAN D3
38. Elicit feedback on quality of initial ideas from peers, teachers, family members, and others. LAN E1

Use composing strategies to construct a written draft. The student is expected to:

39. Establish amain idea or identify a central theme for writing. LANAL

40. Select organizational pattern(s) to structure information; e.g., comparison/contrast, cause/effect, | LAN Al
guestion/answer, problem/solution, description, chronology, process.

41. Elaborate ideas through the use of detail; e.g., statistics, examples, illustrations, photos, charts, graphs, | LAN Al
tables.

42. Use information problem-solving skills; e.g., The Big Six: task definition, information-seeking strategies, | LAN D1

location and access, use of information, synthesis, and evaluation.
Userevision strategiesto improve a written draft. The student is expected to:

43. Evaluate own and others writing according to an analytic assessment; e.g., the writer's ability to select,
elaborate, and organize ideas, achieve sentence fluency, use appropriate and effective word choice,
authentic voice, appropriate conventions.

44. Elicit feedback on writing according to an analytic assessment; e.g., the writer's ability to select, | LAN A5
elaborate, and organize ideas, achieve sentence fluency, use appropriate and effective word choice,
authentic voice, and appropriate conventions.
45. Identify and correct errors in usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. LAN A5
46. Evaluate own and others writing according to standard language usage. LAN A8

Demonstrate competency in writing literary text related to Alaska/Yukon Literature. The student is

expected to:

47. Use writing process strategies to construct a literary text; e.g., character sketch, description of setting, | LAN A4
myth, poetry, fable, folktale, legend short story, essay.

48. Use the major features of each literary genre; e.qg., character, plot, setting, meter. LAN A4

49. Use the elements of literature; e.g., theme, metaphor, symbolism, types of conflict, dialogue. LAN A4

50. Use narration to recount experiences. LAN A4

51. Use description to create sensory imagery. LAN A4

52. Use exposition to inform, explain, or clarify. LAN A4




53. Write genres for expressive aims; e.g., anecdotes, diary entries, friendly letters, monologues, journal | LAN A4
entries, and memoirs.
54. Prepare finished products for publication; e.g., for school assignments, on electronic bulletin boards, for | LAN A5
public display, in school or commercial publications, to share with peers, family members, and others.

SPEAKING STRATEGIES
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I. Demonstrate competency in speaking in literary situations. The student is expected to:

55. Use presentation process strategies to address a literary performance; e.g., retold short story, poetry

reading.
56. Use voice and visual variation to maintain audience interest. LAN A3
57. Use the textual indicators of written prose and poetry to aid in interpretation. LAN A4

Use effective speaking and/or presentation strategies in small and large group presentations and/or

discussions. The student is expected to:
58. Use agreed-upon rules for effective presentations. LANAL

59. Initiate discussion by providing appropriate information or asking for information. LAN A4

60. Express reactions and opinions and challenge opinions of others in a constructive and considerate | LAN A4

61. maa?:gi'n focus; e.g., filter distractions, listen selectively, postpone reactions. LAN A4
62. Pose questions for other group members. LAND1
63. Listen attentively to others' ideas and opinions. LAN B1
64. Encourage others to participate in the discussion. LAN B1
65. Monitor and evaluate the presentation and/or discussion. LAN D2
66. Apply additional communication strategies when communication breaks down. LAN B1

67. Extend the presentation and/or discussion through clarification, synthesis, and summary of information | LAN D1
and sharing of main ideas outside the presentation group.

EVALUATION STRATEGIES
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J. Read critically to evaluate specific works of Alaska/Yukon Literatureand the authority of sour ces or
critiques of those literary works. The student is expected to:
68. analy ze the characteristics of clear text.

69. evaluate the credibility of information sources and their appropriateness for various needs or tone. LAN D2

70. analyze aspects of texts such as patterns of organization and choice of language for their effect on | LAN D2
audiences.
71. apply modes of reasoning such as induction and deduction to think critically. LAN D2

The student evaluates her or his own reading skills and the reading skills of others, and is expected to:
72. understand and discuss the specific Key Indicators of any given Phase in the First Steps Developmental | LAN B2
Continuum for Reading and/or similar indicators in other systematic assessment programs.

73. apply specific assessment criteriato assess the reading skills of self, peers, teachers, and others. LAN B2
74. evaluate persona responses to reading for evidence of growth in insight, clarity, and support. LAN B2
75. judge how well personal reading achieves its intended purposes. LAN B2




76. accumulate and review data about persona reading skills to determine strengths and weaknesses and to | LAN B2
set goals for improvement as a reader.

SWRSD TEXTS, SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES, SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

Approved Text(s)
The Last New Land: Stories of Alaska Past and Present (ed. Wayne Mergler)

Authentic Alaska Voices of Native Writers (Andrews & Creed)

Supplemental Reading Materials Related to Alaska Literature

Village Journey (Thomas R. Berger) Readings from Southwest Alaska: An Anthology (ed., John Branson)
Salking the Side-Hill Salmon (Lonnie Haughton) Alaska: Reflections on Land and Spirit (ed. Hedin & Holthaus)

The Raven & The Totem (John Smelger) Journal of a Voyage with Bering 1741-42: G.W. (ed. O.W. Frost)
Folktales of the Native American (Dee Brown) Interpreting Alaska@ History: An Anthology (ed. Mangusso & Haycox)
Two Old Women (VelmaWallis) Klondike Women (Melanie Mayer)

The Best of Robert Service (Robert Service) Stickeen (John Muir)

Two in the Far North (Margaret Murie) Coming into the Country (John McPhee)

Shadows on the Koyukuk (Sidney Huntington) Travelsin Alaska (John Muir)

Yu@a®aq (Harold Napoleon) Letters to Howard (Bigjim & Ito-Adler)

Videos Related to the Cour se

America@ Last Frontier: Alaska Alaska@ Riverboat Discovery To Build a Fire

The Alaska Highway Alaska@ King Crab Cowboys Alaska at War

Alaska Winter \WWonder

Teacher Resour ces Related to Reading Teacher Resour ces Related to Speaking and Listening:

First Steps Reading Development Continuum (Heinemann)  First Steps Oral Language Development Continuum (Heinemann)
First Steps Reading Resource Book (Heinemann) First Steps Oral Language Resource Book (Heinemann)

Speaking by Doing: A Speaking-Listening Text (J. Quattrini)

Teacher Resour ces Related to Writing Resour ces Related to Grammar and Mechanics

First Steps Written Language Resour ce Book (Heinemann) First Steps Spelling Development Continuum (Heinemann)
First Steps Written Language Development Continuum First Steps Spelling Resource Book (Heinemann)
Strategies for Writing: A Basic Approach (Healy) Basic English Grammar (Bonnie L. Walker)

Handbook of Short Story Writing: Volume |1 (John Updike) Simple Sentence Skills (Barbara Hansen)

The Short Story and You (Simmons and Stern) The Elements of Style (Strunk and White)

How to Write Short Stories (Sharon Sorenson) MLA Handbook for Writers Research Papers (J. Gibaldi)

Teaching Language Arts with the Internet (Classroom Connect)

TEN SIGMA MANUALS Copies of the following resources are on all sitesand in the district office.
¥ K-12 Positive and Productive Behaviors Manual
¥ K-12 Language Arts Teaching For High Performance (On sites)
¥ K-12 Rubrics and Other Assessment Tools (On sites)
¥ K-12 Toolsfor Teaching Productivity (On sites)

SUGGESTED TEN SIGMA STUDENT PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS

LA-NO-01-01: Face-to-Face Novels Chat Group LA-NO-03-02:  Group Portfolio on Great Novel
LA-NO-01-02: Reorganize School Library@ Fiction Collection LA-NO-04-01: Internet Sitefor Great Novel
LA-NO-02-01:  Prospectusfor Pulp Novel LA-NO-05-01: Compare Great Novel to Pulp Fiction
LA-NO-02-02: Prospectusfor Original Movie LA-NO-06-01: How One Novel Impacted Y ou
LA-NO-03-01:  Present Favorite Children@ Book LA-NO-07-01: A Movie Based on Great Novel
SUGGESTED INTERNET RESOURCES

¥  The Traits of an Effective Reader: http://www.ncacasi.org/jsi/2001v2i1/traits.adp

¥ Bartleby Library: http://www.columbia.edu/acis/bartleby/bartl ett

¥  Classic American Literature (Electronic) http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HY PER/hypertex.html

¥ Living Literature: http://www.masscharterschools.org/fellowships/docs/127/Pel tz5.html

¥ Darling® Guide to Grammar: http://webster.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar.htm




¥ Inkspot: http://www.inkspot.com/young

¥ Myths and Legends: http://pubpages.unh.edu/~cbsiren/myth.html

¥  Outta Ray® Head English Lesson Plans: http://www3.sympatico.calray .saitz

¥  Kathy Schrock@ Guide for Educators: http://www.capecod.net/schrockguide/arts/artlit.htm
¥  Paradigm Online Writing Assistant http://www.powa.org/

SWRSD Media Center
¥ The district Media Center has resources for all class levels, in al subject areas, including professional development
materials. The Media Specialist is a Library/Information Literacy expert and will help you find available district materials
or help you secure additional resources through interlibrary loans and/or use of the Internet. For direct help, please contact
the Southwest Region Media Specialist at 907-842-8246.

Instructional Support Staff
¥ To help teachers, principals, and other staff at the various sites, Southwest Region Schools provides a very experienced
instructional support staff eager to share their extensive teaching experiences. They can help you establish more effective
classroom routines and management practices or learn and use new or improved teaching and assessment strategies. They
also can offer suggestions that will help you adapt to life and work in rura village schools so that you and your students
will have amutually respectful, more positive, more productive, and more satisfying experience.

Community Resour ces Related to Cour se
¥ Each individual teacher and/or team of instructors, with the help of long time staff, students, parents and other concerned
community members should cooperatively compile and periodically update a list of village elders, parents, local
government leaders, business persons, and other concerned, active members of the community who are willing to share
their wealth of experiences, knowledge and skills. Remember: It takes the whole village to educate a child.
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